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MV LIMITLESS — GEOTECHNICAL SURVEY WORK 

442. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for State 
Development: 

I refer to ongoing near-shore seismic refraction geotechnical survey work being undertaken by MV Limitless on 
behalf of Woodside adjacent to James Price Point on Sunday, 27 June 2010. 

(1) Were the crew and survey operators aboard MV Limitless aware of the presence of a number of whales 
and bottlenose dolphins in close proximity to their vessel after sightings were reported to them by a 
nearby touring craft on this date? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) If yes to (1), did the crew and survey operators aboard MV Limitless suspend their seismic refraction 
operations upon being informed of these sightings? 

(4) If no to (3), why not? 

(5) If yes to (1) and (3), was this reported to the Department of Mines and Petroleum? 

(6) If no to (5), why not? 

(7) How do the crew and survey operators aboard MV Limitless keep watch for whales and dolphins in the 
vicinity of the vessel? 

(8) What are the known effects of seismic refraction operations, such as those undertaken aboard 
MV Limitless, upon cetaceans?   

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. The following advice has been received by the Department 
of State Development from Woodside Energy Limited — 

(1) Yes. On Sunday, 27 June 2010, the MV Limitless recorded a sighting of three humpback whales one to 
two kilometres from the vessel. The MV Limitless also received a radio call from another vessel 
advising the presence of humpback whales in the area. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) No. 

(4) The environmental management plans in place for this activity require airgun-source survey activity to 
be suspended if cetaceans approach within 100 metres of the vessel. 

(5) No. 

(6) Consistent with the management plans in place for this activity, detailed reports of all cetacean 
sightings are recorded on commonwealth Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 
whale and dolphin sighting report forms.  

(7) Consistent with the environment management plans in place for this activity, a 30-minute pre-start 
cetacean observation period is undertaken prior to the commencement of each airgun-source survey. 
Continuous cetacean sighting observations are undertaken during airgun-source surveys by vessel crew 
familiarised with the Browse cetacean sighting capacity tool kits. 

(8) This activity has been assessed as unlikely to have a significant effect on the environment. While this 
survey utilises techniques familiar to exploration seismic activities, the operations being undertaken by 
the MV Limitless use a very small six-inch airgun which is highly unlikely to have any effect on 
cetaceans. The survey has been undertaken by a vessel equivalent in size to fishing and recreational 
vessels currently in use in the area. 

 


